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perceive things exactly as they are ? In modern philosophy
Locke questioned the reality of the secondary qualities of
objects, viz. colour, taste etc.. He concluded that primary
sense qualities, viz. extension, motion, etc. actually belong
to objects, but secondary qualities are relative to our sensi-
bility. Kant said that the thing-in-itself even remains
unknown and what we perceive and attribute to things are
effect of things in themselves upon our minds. Perhaps
due to an inadequate knowledge of physiology. Indian
philosophers were not troubled by these problems They
seem to accept uncritically what the sense-organs report
about the world around us and it is probably right. Our
sense-cognitions are the product of an intercourse between
the nervous system and the external world. We have an
instinctive belief in the reality of things are revealed as they
actcally are. A mirror reflects images of objects which we
find to be more or less exact copies of them A gramophone
reproduces a voice quite faithfully so why should we doubt
that our organism too can faithfully apprehend objects.
Perhaps there take place two types of processes in our orga-
nism when it is stimulated by externaf objects. The sense-
organs convene the influences produced external objects is
to a form of energy and transmit it to the centre! nervous
system in which takes place the reverse process of restoring
the original form to this energy. Our perception of objects
is undoubtedly relative to our sensibility which is tinged by
the pecularities of the medium through which objects are
received but the central nervous svstem in the process of
restoralion counteracts and eliminates these peculiarities
distorting influences. Our organism has been evolved under
the pressure of environmental influences and it may reaso-
nably be supposed that it is adopted to reveal objects as
they are, we observe instances of adaption in nature every-
where. Males of a species are adopted to the requirements
of the females and vice-versa. Our organs are adapted to
the peculiarities of the environment. There is no reason
why we should not accept that our sense are adapted to
reveal objects correctly. Our doubts regarding the truth of
our perceptions are useless because perception is the only
source of first-hand infoimation about the externd world.